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‘Zimbabwe still in crisis’ 

 

Harare -- CIVIL society has said that Zimbabwe is still beset by 

a governance crisis after the flawed elections held exactly one 

year to this month under the watch of the regional body, 

Southern African Development Community (SADC). 

 

Crisis Coalition Spokesperson, Mfundo Mlilo, who warned of 

the crisis in an interview with local radio, Star FM, earlier this 

week, repeated the remarks on Thursday, June 10. 

“Zimbabwe is still in a deep governance crisis as 

shown by the bad news from the economy, the ser-

vice delivery breakdown, debilitating corruption and 

the constitutional crisis currently obtaining in the 

country,” he said. 

 

Recently, over 900 people were discovered to have died of 

cholera in the eastern suburb   of Mabvuku in the capital city, 

Harare. 

 

On the rule of law front, over a year after the enactment of a 

new Constitution, the government is yet to bring bills to Par-

liament to align old oppressive laws and draft new ones to 

adhere to the new charter. 

 

Yet the most profound indications of a deep-seated crisis have 

been the total breakdown of service delivery in Chitungwiza 

and Masvingo this  week, and the threat of a potentially debili-

tating strike by the Harare’s municipal workers. The southern-

most town of Masvingo has recorded its fourth consecutive 

day without running water. Meanwhile, the government has 

been struggling to give basic amenities such as food and com-

pensate over 4 000 families affected by floods from a dam 

construction in the same province. 

 

The Chingwizi camp residents have since severally rioted 

against government officials, and burned a police post . 

According to Masvingo Residents Trust, “The water 

shortages in the city of Masvingo has forced residents 

to resort to the bush system to fulfil the laws of na-

ture and some are depending on the heavily polluted 

Mucheke river for laundry.” 

 

About 35 km outside Harare, a strike by Chitungwiza Munici-

pal workers has brought service delivery in the town to a halt, 

necessitating the government to enlist the assistance of the 

army to carry bins, deal with sewerage blockages and clean 

the streets. 
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Riots in the same town in 1998, were the first indications of an economic decline that reached horrific levels and threatened 

deep political instability in 2008. 

 

One year after the end of a Coalition government through a controversial election, and the return of a 34-year ruling party to 

power joblessness is rampant. 

 

The developments come at the backdrop of criticism against the government for failing to revive the economy with over 1000 

companies having closed shop in just three years in the main city, Harare, inflating the unemployment problem.  

 

The formerly booming industrial city of Bulawayo has been described by a former Finance Minister, Tendai Biti as a “museum” 

owing to unoccupied factory buildings. 

 

Meanwhile, the government continues to insist on a discredited economic policy that is seen as stopping investment. Reports 

by the media early this year revealed that corruption is extremely high in public institutions, with money from alluvial diamond 

deposits scarcely accounting for any tangible development. 

 

Meanwhile, the country will begin to chair the SADC in August. 

Immigration laws show neighbours’ panic over Zim  

Harare -- NEW immigration laws in two Southern African De-

velopment Community (SADC) countries have been viewed as 

a sign the region is possibly panicking over the flow of Zimba-

bweans into the region. 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition Spokesperson Mfundo Mlilo said 

on Thursday, July 10 that the flow has not been stopped by 

the return of Zanu-PF to power after the last elections, causing 

some countries to secretly panic. 

 

He said the panic was reflected in the announcement of tight 

immigration laws and possible cancellation of asylum for Zim-

babweans in South Africa and Botswana with the South Afri-

can government saying its social services system will be 

“shocked” by the number of immigrants. 

 

Approximately over three (3) million Zimbabweans have 

flocked out of the country mainly into the SADC region in 

about ten years. 

“SADC countries are panicking over the increasing 

possibility of Zimbabwean migrants entering into 

their territories as a result of the continued deteriora-

tion of the economic situation in the country,” said 

Mlilo. 

“This panic is being shown in the policy shift regarding 

Zimbabwean migrants. 

“This is a tacit admission that the Zimbabwean ques-

tion has not been fully resolved after the last election. 

“This is a sign that the result of July 31 is inconclusive 

and will continue to hinder economic and social pro-

gress.” 

 

He said the forthcoming SADC 

Summit to be held in Zimba-

bwe in August should relook 

at the situation in the country. 

“Our demand is that 

the forthcoming 

SADC Summit must 

focus on fully resolv-

ing the Zimbabwean 

question. 

“There are these 

emerging issues such 
CiZC Spokesperson Mfundo Mlilo 
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as the economic collapse that is prompting regional countries to tighten their borders, although they are not ad-

mitting it publicly. 

“They must not continue to address the symptoms of the Zimbabwean problem of a botched reform process.”  

 

SADC has already been criticized for violating regional benchmarks to give clean bill of health to a substandard Zimbabwean 

election, ending its facilitating of dialogue in the country last year. 

Civil society partners church in fostering peace 

Harare -- CIVIL society is implementing initiatives to foster peace and tolerance in the communities through partnership with 

the churches. 

 

In a recent initiative in Harare’s Budiriro 2 suburb, Heal Zimbabwe Trust (HRT) partnered with the Zimbabwe Council of 

Churches (ZCC) to host an annual choral competition which propagated the need for harmony, where nine churches were en-

gaged. 

 

Heal Zimbabwe Trust in a bulletin on Tuesday, July 10, said the initiative was part of a 

consistent, wide and deliberate strategy to thrust the church at the forefront of 

peace-building and inculcating tolerance in communities. 

“The partnership is part of Heal Zimbabwe's strategy of building synergies with 

local community peace-building structures for the promotion of sustainable 

peace,” said HRT.  

“The initiative will be  spread to other areas especially rural areas which are most 

affected by political polarization and intolerance acknowledging that churches can 

play a pivotal role in uniting communities.” 

 

The deliberate event in Budiriro came at the backdrop of violent clashes between police and an apostolic sect accused of girl 

child abuse.  

 

The fracas, which saw a Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation (ZBC) journalist and policemen being assaulted and injured, 

sucked in Zimbabwe African National Union Patriotic Front (Zanu-PF) youths who later set a shrine on fire. 

“The initiative comes against a backdrop of violent clashes in Budiriro in June between members of the Apostolic Sect 

and the police,” said Heal Zimbabwe.  

“The platform presented an opportunity for interaction and promotion of non violent resolution of community con-

flicts.  

“Churches in the past have been used as mediums of conflict resolutions in communities but of late reports of intra and 

inter party conflicts have been reported hence the need to make strides towards bringing churches together as com-

munity torch bearers who champion peaceful coexistences amongst communities.” 

 

Among the churches which participated were both the Budiriro fraternity and sorority of the CPCA Anglican church, Methodist 

Church in Zimbabwe, The Salvation Army, Reformed Church of Zimbabwe and United Church of Christ Zimbabwe. 

 

The choral competitions are an annual contest where different churches that fall under the ZCC Budiriro community come to-

gether and compete in choral competitions aimed at fostering a culture of peace and tolerance in the community.  


